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UNITED N&Hﬁf‘%’ﬁ HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

INDEPENDENT EXPERT ON SOMALIA EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER
PROPOSED EUROPEAN UNION POLICY ON SOMALI REFUGEES .~~~

The United Naﬁgns‘ independent Expert on the human rights situation in
Somalia, Mona Rishmawi, called today on the members States ofthe
Eurapean Union (EU} not to adopt an asvium policy thal "could put the -

human rights and fundamental iberties of Somalis under further jecpardy™.

Mrs. Rishmawi said EL Ministers scheduled to meet on 15 and 16 Octoberat -
Tampere, Finland, will have befors them a draft Plan of Action for Somalia . .~

 which considers that, while there is no central govemnment in Somalia and

- most of the country is engulfed in conflict, there are some "peaceful” areas. o

The draft plan, although acknowledging that the absence of a central
govermnment means “there axists in practice no national guarantee for
protection of human yights on the basis of international law and Constitution®,

recommends that the EU enter into "constructive dialogue™ with the

- autharities in different regions, particulardy In the north, "o agree on
- grrangements for identification and documentation of retumees 1o é"espamw%
areas”. The plan would not grant recognition of these regions. :

| Mrs, Rishmawi, mandated by the United Nations Commission on Human ~

Rights to examnine the human rights situation in Somalia, expressed alarm at -
~ the plan, which, she said, would make it difficult for Samahs fo seek asyium :

in ey ;%‘ia%es

i the absence of mmgnémd structures in Somalia that the intemational .~ .

community could formally call upon for human rights protection, Somalis . -

should not be forced to reblan o Somalia”™, she stated,

The number of Somalis seeking asylum in EU countries is very smallin -
comparison with those who are hosted in countries neighbouring Somalla,
Mrs. Rishmawi continued. Millions of Somali refugess live in refugee camps
run by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Kenya, '
Eﬁhimp"a Ditbouti and Yemaﬂ,

The ﬂd@p@ﬁd@mt Expert said the plan had, noneg the less, some pmsztave

aspects, and she welcomed such recammendations on improving the human o

rights situation in Somalia as providing support for the work on the country -
- by the United Nations Office of the High Cormmissioner for Human Hights -

- {OHCHR). She recalied that following her recommandation, and with the
support of the Comrnission on Human Rights, High Commissioner for é“%i,eman
~ Rights Mary Robinson has appointed a human rights officer to be based
withins the office of the UN humanitarian coordinator in Nairolbi to work on -

| _Saz’m ia. The officer will:

. m:‘:}namr ih& human rights situation in Somalia;




“mainstream” and | gtt@gmt@ & humm rights perspective | mt:% st WK c:}f &l
the UN agencias regarding Somalia

- provide technical assistance in the ﬁaid of human ﬁghts;i '
- support Somali human rghts NGOs;
- ralse awareness in the area of the 3a%é§ménistratémn of justiézéefi and

- assist the sndepmdwm E:ffxpm ir m“ mission,
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